
 

Conference Report  
 
The second international Digital Health Africa Conference (DHA-2025) “The Future of 
Healthcare on the Continent” (www.digitalhealthafrica.org) was hosted by the Charité 
Center for Global Health, Charité University Medicine Berlin (Germany), the Infectious 
Diseases Institute, Makerere University College of Health Sciences, Kampala (Uganda), The 
Innovation Hub, the innovation agency of the Gauteng Province in Pretoria (South Africa), as 
well as Pharmacometrics Africa and Fundisa African Academy for Medicines Development, 
both based in Cape Town (South Africa).  

The innovative format of the Conference, offered as hybrid meeting at the three sites as 
well as virtual participation, worked very well and thus can serve as blueprint for future 
similar events. We attracted a total of 283 registered delegates with 98 live online 
attendees during the 2 days. The in-person delegates comprised 74 in Berlin, 63 delegates in 
Kampala and 48 delegates in Pretoria. The regulatory side-event “Digital Transformation of 
Medicines Regulation in Africa” on 2 September attracted 415 registrations with 336 
attending, while the satellite Pharmacometrics Africa Conference on 5 September had 91 
registered delegates.  

The audience included experts in digital health, maternal and child health, pharmacometrics 
specialists, healthcare professionals, payor organisations (health insurance companies), 
industry, non-profit organisations, government officials, patient representatives, and 
postgraduate students. Delegates came from 29 different countries, including 16 from 
Africa.  

The Conference provided practical insights in the potential applications of digital 
technologies, using maternal and child health, a major unique challenge of medicine in 
Africa, as an important example. In his opening keynote presentation “Shifting Priorities - 
The Future of Global Health Funding”, Prof. Tulio de Oliviera, the Director of the Centre for 
Epidemic Response & Innovation (CERI) at Stellenbosch University, called for novel 
approaches towards health research in Africa, supported by his own practical examples.  

Presentations and plenary discussions by 40 experts – including a patient representative - 
from 11 countries (21 speakers from Africa) demonstrated the realities and needs of digital 
health in Africa, with a special emphasis on topics such as infectious diseases and 
antimicrobial resistance, challenges, scaling and implementation of digital health, 
telemedicine, AI as well as the important role which pharmacometrics can play in supporting 
healthcare in Africa.  

Two panel discussions at the end of each day discussed “Challenges to Change: Digital 
Responses to Real-World Barriers” and “How Can This Shape Practice?” The case studies 
that were presented orally and in 52 posters (11 in Pretoria, 14 in Kampala, 9 in Berlin and 
18 virtually) showcased examples of achievements and opportunities. The recordings of the 
presentations and the posters (with video recordings) can be found on the DHA-2025 
website (https://digitalhealthafrica.org/programme/).  



A main aim of the Conference was to facilitate the development of further networks 
between delegates and the creation of novel projects. The achievement of these goals will 
be followed up in a survey in 6 months. Researchers are now invited to submit manuscripts 
to a Research Topic related to the themes of DHA-2025 to be published in the journal 
Frontiers in Pharmacology, section Drugs Outcomes Research and Policies.  

DHA-2025 was associated with two Satellite Conferences. On 2 September 2025, the South 
African Health Products Regulatory Authority (SAHPRA) co-hosted a hybrid DHA-2025 side 
event “Digital Transformation of Medicines Regulation in Africa” together with 
Pharmacometrics Africa (https://www.sahpra.org.za/event/dha-side-event-digital-
transformation-of-medicines-regulation-in-africa-engagement/). This event provided 
detailed insights into the advancements of digital regulatory innovation and AI across the 
African continent, contextualised against experiences at the United States FDA and the 
European Medicines Agency. Presentations addressed the strengthening of continental 
collaboration and reliance through digitalisation and AI, National Regulatory Authorities’ 
perspectives of their digitalisation and AI journey, regulation of AI as a medical device, and 
industry perspectives.  

On 5 September 2025, Pharmacometrics Africa hosted its inaugural hybrid Pharmacometrics 
Africa Conference 2025 (PMXAC-2025) in Kampala and virtually. In addition to the 
international delegates, this meeting provided an opportunity for the current fellows and 
alumni of the Advanced Pharmacometrics Training (APT) programme to demonstrate and 
discuss their research projects (details at: https://pmxafrica.org/conference/). The  
PMXAC-2025 meeting included a pre-conference hands-on workshop on nlmixR, an open-
source non-linear mixed effects modeling software, that was attended by 40 
pharmacometricians.  

Altogether, the 4 days of DHA-2025 and its satellite events provided evidence for the 
achievements of digital healthcare, medicines development and regulation in Africa as well 
as future opportunities. It became clear that fragmentation of the numerous initiatives 
should be avoided and that the various stakeholders must work together to achieve their 
common goal, improvement of healthcare in Africa by use of digital technologies, 
telemedicine and AI. The very positive feedback received from delegates confirms that the 
opportunities provided by DHA-2025 will result in increased networking between expert 
scientists, industry, customers, and patients and result in the establishment of further 
collaborative projects between partners in Africa and beyond.  
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